
Safeguarding Insights for Athletes with Disabilities – U.S. Center for SafeSport 2024 Athlete Culture 

and Climate Survey  

In 2024, the U.S Center for SafeSport (the Center) partnered with an independent research firm, Pacific 

Research and Evaluation, to conduct its second ever U.S. Athlete Culture and Climate Survey. The 

purpose of this tool and subsequent report was to answer the following: What experiences are athletes, 

across different identities, having as it relates to the scope and nature of emotional, physical, and sexual 

abuse in sports? 

To answer this question the following methods were used.  The survey was self-administered, 

anonymous, and made screen reader accessible.  The Center collaborated with Athletes, including those 

who participate in Para sports, to ensure our tool, outreach, and analysis were culturally and 

thematically relevant to the audience. The target audience for the survey was any person 18 years of age 

or older who had ever participated as an athlete in any sport at any level in the United States. 3,762 

athletes representing 67 different sports responded to the survey between January 8 and February 4, 

2024. For the purpose of this proposal, analysis will be focused on the findings from the 189 athlete 

participants who self-identified as having a disability.  

Analyses were considered statistically significant if their associated p-value was less than .05, and they 

were found to have at least a small effect size (an eta-squared of .02 or higher, or a Cramer’s V of .10 or 

higher). Based on the analysis, this report found that athletes with disabilities are at higher risk of 

experiencing discrimination and abuse, and that safeguarding focused on Para sport is essential. This 

conclusion is based on sthe following findings:  

• More than one third (36.0%) of athletes who identified themselves as having a disability 
responded that they had experienced discrimination based on their disability. 

• More than one-third (36.0%) of athletes who identified themselves as having a disability 
experienced discrimination based on their disability. Athletes with disabilities were more likely 
than those without disabilities to have experienced being threatened with physical harm, as well 
as being forced or ordered by someone to get in or stay in a confined space (e.g., a locker or 
bathroom stall). 

• Athletes with disabilities were also more likely to experience stalking or being spied on.  

 

 

 

 


