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Abstract 

Introduction: Classification is a cornerstone of Paralympic sport, ensuring fair 

competition by minimizing the impact of impairment on para-sports performance. 

However, awareness and understanding of classification vary across countries, 

particularly in the American Global South, where structural and educational constrains 

may limit access to reliable information. This study explored the knowledge, perceptions, 

and relevance of classification among athletes, coaches, and multidisciplinary staff in 

Chile. 

Methods: A cross-sectional online survey was distributed to Paralympic athletes and 

support personnel. The questionnaire included demographic information, sport 

participation, and classification-related items. A total of 325 participants completed the 

survey: athletes (80%), coaches (12%), and multidisciplinary staff (8%). The data 

obtained from the survey were analysed using descriptive statistics, with absolute and 

relative frequencies for categorical variables, and measures of central tendency and 

dispersion for continuous variables. Results: Most respondents were male (74%) with a 

median age of 29 years. Participants represented multiple para-sports, including para-

swimming (19%), Cerebral Palsy football (19%), and wheelchair basketball (15%). 

Regarding disability type, 71% reported physical impairments, while 39% acquired their 

disability later in life. Only 15% correctly identified the term “classification” as used by 

the IPC standards, while 69% referred to “functional classification.” Knowledge levels 

varied (median = 5/7), with 49% unaware of national classification courses. The 

perceived importance of classification for sports grassroots and development were rated 

highly (median = 7/7). However, 67% did not know international sanctions related to 



intentional misrepresentation, and 39% believed intentional misrepresentation is 

common. Despite this, most denied having falsified during classification (78%). 

Conclusions: The findings reveal high recognition of the importance of classification but 

limited conceptual knowledge and awareness of regulations, particularly regarding 

intentional misrepresentation. Educational gaps highlight the need for training 

opportunities not only for para-athletes but also for coaches and multidisciplinary staff 

and media. Strengthening.  
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