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Abstract

Classification systems are foundational to the integrity and fairness of Para sports,
ensuring that competition outcomes are determined by athletic performance rather
than the extent of impairment. In India and across Asia, however, the effective
implementation of these systems is hindered by region-specific challenges such as
infrastructure limitations, insufficient classifier training, and socio-cultural attitudes
toward disability. These obstacles threaten the equity and reputation of Para sport
competitions, making the examination of classification processes and their
vulnerabilities especially relevant for the advancement of Paralympic values in the
region [1][2][3]. This study seeks to address the following core question: What are
the key challenges in the understanding, execution, and integrity of classification
systems in Para sports within the Indian and Asian context, and how do these issues
contribute to intentional misrepresentation and affect the credibility of competitive
outcomes? A quantitative and qualitative survey will be conducted among Para
athletes, classifiers, and sport administrators and other stakeholders across India
and several Asian countries. The survey will explore participants’ understanding of
classification protocols, perceived inconsistencies, experiences with
misrepresentation, and recommendations for improvement. Supplementary in-depth
interviews and expert consultations will provide contextual insights and triangulated
findings with current literature and international classification standards [1][3][4].
Preliminary analysis may indicate considerable variation in stakeholders’
understanding and application of classification guidelines, leading to system
vulnerabilities and opportunities for intentional misrepresentation. There is a clear
need for standardizing education, clarifying penalties for ethical breaches, and
adapting classification tools to account for region-specific impairments and cultural
contexts—especially for intellectual and vision impairments [5][6][7][8]. The study is
expected to reveal actionable strategies for improving classifier training, stakeholder
education, and the design of assessment protocols to bolster trust and fairness. The
findings and recommendations from this investigation are intended to inform sport’s
governing bodies, policymakers, and practitioners in India and Asia. By advocating
for evidence-based, culturally sensitive, and locally adapted classification
frameworks, this research aims to reinforce the credibility of Para sport competition




and support the Paralympic movement’s mission of equitable, empowering, and
inclusive sport for all [2][4].
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