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Abstract

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) is
the first international treaty to legally establish minimum standards for the rights of
persons with disabilities. It also represents the first human rights convention formally
ratified by the European Union. In 2008, the UNCRPD was ratified by the majority of EU
and EEA member states (European Commission, n.d.). Article 30 of the Convention
specifically addresses the right to participate in cultural life, recreation, leisure, and sport
(International Disability Alliance, n.d.). Aim: This paper aims to examine how sport is
referenced and addressed in the CRPD State Reports submitted by all EU and EEA
countries, as well as the United Kingdom. Research Question: How is sport represented
in the State Party reports submitted under the UNCRPD? Methods: Data were collected
from the UN Treaty Body Database. When multiple State Reports were available for a
country, the first report was selected for analysis. Preliminary Results: Countries differ
significantly in their implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (CRPD) in the context of sports. While some nations are advancing toward full
inclusion, where disability does not affect an individual's ability to participate in sports,
others remain in the early stages of development. These countries often rely on targeted
programs specifically designed to facilitate the participation of persons with disabilities.
Preliminary Discussion: Several countries have outlined planned interventions that have
yet to be implemented. This approach is referred to as "progressive realization." However,
this concept has faced considerable criticism in the context of rights implementation, as
it may result in delayed or unequal access to rights for individuals with disabilities
(Corkery & Saiz, 2020; Young, 2019). Preliminary Conclusions: There are notable
disparities among countries in terms of inclusion. Some have achieved a higher degree
of integration and accessibility in sports for persons with disabilities than others.
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