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No Accidental Champions (https://sportforlife.ca/portfolio-item/no-accidental-
champions-ltad-athletes-disability/) is a long-term development model for persons with
disabilities and describes some of the opportunities and challenges that persons with
permanent disabilities face in pursuing sport and physical activity in a Canadian context.
The model also provides a roadmap and model for understanding the athlete development
pathway from grassroots to the Paralympic Games. It was first developed in the early
2000s, and the most recent edition that will be completed in November 2025 will include
significant updates borrowing from other similar models in Brazil, the United States,
Taiwan, and Australia, among others. The updated model, while not a traditional research
paper as it relates to methods and data analysis, also incorporates new scholarship
specific to talent identification and development based on the work by Nima Dehghansai,
Pinder, and Baker (2024). Further, the updated model builds upon academic work related
to sport development, including Sport Policies Leading to International Sporting Success
(SPLISS) (DeBosccher, 2008; Patatas et al, 2019). As a result of the new additions from
talent identification, development, and sport systems, the updated model has the goal of
addressing the question of how to best identify and develop talent in a Paralympic context.
For this presentation, the focus will be on answering how Paralympic athletes are and
should be identified and developed, reflecting on how research can influence and impact
these processes, and then how this can be applied practically in a variety of global
contexts.
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