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Brazil is the largest country in South America, covering 8.5 million km? and home to
approximately 203 million inhabitants, distributed across five regions: North,
Northeast, Central-West, Southeast, and South. This vast territorial dimension
contributes to the unequal distribution of resources across the country. In the field of
sports, the Lei de Incentivo ao Esporte (Sports Incentive Law) allows individuals and
corporations to allocate up to 1% of owed taxes to fund projects in Olympic and
Paralympic sports, encompassing educational, participation, performance, and
training dimensions. This study aims to analyze regional disparities in financial
support for projects approved under the Lei de Incentivo ao Esporte in Brazil, with a
particular focus on para-sports. This research is a documentary study based on
official public records and guided by a quantitative approach. The analysis was
conducted using the publicly available database on the Federal Government’s
website, comprising projects eligible for funding and active as of August 26, 2024.
Specific keywords were applied to identify and map projects related to para-sports. A
total of 6,130 projects were identified nationwide, of which only 344 addressed
para-sports across different sports and disciplines. This corresponds to
approximately 5.61% of all approved projects, highlighting the limited representation
of Paralympic sport within the Lei de Incentivo ao Esporte. The regional distribution
further reveals significant asymmetries: North (4), Northeast (22), Central-West (30),
Southeast (203), and South (85). The data point to a strong concentration of projects
in the Southeast, alongside a markedly low presence in the North and Northeast.
The findings reveal that para-sports represent a small fraction of approved projects
under the Lei de Incentivo ao Esporte, accounting for only 5.61% of the national
total. Moreover, the pronounced regional disparities—with a concentration in the

Southeast and limited representation in the North and Northeast—emphasize the
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need for more equitable policies to allocate resources across regions and ensure

broader access to para-sport development nationwide.
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