
Pressure Injury Technology – Phase III
Focus Group

You may be eligible to participate if: 

The purpose of this research study is to…
evaluate the wheelchair cushion and backrest systems in a laboratory setting to 

determine if they perform better than conventional cushions. 

If you decide to participate, you will be asked to…
Visit the HERL for approx. 2 hours and sit or lie using the test wheelchair cushion 

and backrest system. Phase III involves testing of devices that are prototypes. 
Participants who participate in a focus group will be asked to provide open ended 

feedback on the strengths and weaknesses of the design concept. The study 
does not require you to remove any clothing.  

You may be compensated
Up to $50 for your participation

Principal Investigator: Brad Dicianno, MD

If you are interested in participating or learning more about the study, please 
contact our Research Coordinators at 412- 417-7923.

Call 412-360-2394 to validate this study

Human Engineering Research Laboratories (HERL)
Bakery Square, 6425 Penn Avenue, Suite 400

Pittsburgh, PA 15206 ~ 412-822-3700 (main lab)

You are 18 years of  age or  o lder

AND Either
1. P er son w i th  a  d i sabil i ty:
• You use a  manual  or  power  wheelchair  as 

your  primary means of  mobi l i ty for  at  least  4  
hrs./day

2 .  E xpert :
• Exper ience with  providing or  evaluat ing 

pressure rel ief  surfaces for  individuals at  
r isk of  skin  breakdown


